Get to Know: e Spotted Salamander

Ambystoma maculatum

/Sl/w and secretive, the Spotted Salamander spends most of the year \
hidden away v undergromnd burrows. The warw evening raivs in early
Spring trigger a mass migration of these salamanders. On +the right
night, dozens of these amphibians may emerge and head +o a vernal

\_ pool +o mate and lay eggs. -/
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Journey to the Vernal Pool

Help the Salamander navigate +he forest floor to +he verval pool. Pick
up the correct letters along the way +o answer the riddle:

What do you call an amphibian in disguise?

A vernal pool is a simall wetland that fills n the spring and disappears by late
Sumimer. Many animals depend on vernal pools such as Spotted Salamanders, Wood
Froas and Fairy Shrimp.



Life Cycle of a Spotted Salamander

Spotted Salamander eggs are laid wderwater, so whew the young hatch they have gills for
breathing, weak legs, and a broad tail built for swimming. Juvevile and adult salamanders
have luigs nstead of gills and strong legs for walking on land . They spend most of the vear
hidden underground, and only emerge v early spring to mate and lay egas.
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Spring Scavanger Hunt

Ao outside for a walk and see how
many of these items you can fivd:

Deer tracks

Pinecone




